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A, UIGHLIGUTS

Floodwaters from the Illinois River and a tornado had a big influence on
the work accomplished on the area. (Section B)

The Duncan Farm Site was listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. (Section F-12}

B. CLIMATIC COMDITIONS

Gilbert Lake was flooded by the Illinois River during 7 months out of
the year.

A tornado passed through the area on June 1G. Several trees were torn
up by the storm but no structures or eguipment were damaged.

F. HABITAT
2. Wetlands

Gilbert Lake was drained down by gravety flow several times in an effort
to get the area dry enough to clean out the water control ditch with a
contract dragline. The clean ocut could not be accomplished because of
flood waters.

Vegetative controls could not be conducted and willows and silver maples
are crowding out desirable vegetation on a lot of the area.

4. Croplands

Two cooperative farmers were scheduled to cultivate 140 acres. Only 25
acres of corn, 7 acres of buckwheat, 14 acres of weavel resistant alfalfa,
14.5 acres of ladino clover and 8 acres of grain sorghum could be planted
do to flood conditions. The ladino clover and alfalfa were planted undex
less than ideal conditions because the field was located within the
archeological site and could net bhe plowed with a moldbeoard plow. The
resulting stands were thin with numercus weeds.

8. Haying

The alfalfa and ladino clover were cut and baled for hay. This seemed to
reduce the number of weeds and the stand of alfalfa and ladino clover
became heavier.

12, Wilderness and Special Areas

The Dunecan PFarm Site an area owned by the Tllinois Department of Conservation
as a part of the Pere Marquette State Park but managed by the Fish and Wild-
life Service as a part of Gilbert Lake Division was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.
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bamage to trees by a tornado which passed through the
arca on June le.

G.W.P. 8/82

The draining of Gilbert Lake to facilitate cleanout of the
water control ditch.

G.W.P, 1l/82
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! Alfalfa in the foreground and ladino clover in the background
which was planted on archeological site. Oats were planted
in each as a cover crop.

! G.W.p, 8/82

lieaded grain sorghum which was planted in place of corn to
et take advantage of its shortier growing scason.

G.w.P. 11/82




4,
¢. Wildlife

2. Endangered and/or Threatened Species

The American Bald Nagle was the only endangered species ohserved on the
area this year, Taon eagles accounted for 580 use days.
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3. Waterfowl

buck use dropped 71 % to 205,040 this year. Mallards accounted for 42%
of this use. A peak of 2,635 hirds was reached in November.

Duck production totaled 480 young {100 wallards, 30 blue-winged teal

and 350 wood ducks). !

Total goose use amounted to 251,913 use days. Snow/blue geese accounted
for 146,510 use days a reduction of 53% from 198]l. Canada Geese accounted
for 105,403 use days a reduction of 23,647 or 18% from 1981.

4. Marsh and Water Birds

Six species accounted for 10,040 use days. Great blue herons were the most
numerous species.

5. Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns and Allied Species

Pifteen species accounted for 13,582 use days. Semipalmated sandpipers
and per Soral sandpipers were found in larger numbers than any:of the
othes .vecies with peaks of 24 and 20 individual respectively. Killdeex
and wong-billed dowitchers accounted the most use days. .

6. Raptors '

Marsh hawks, red-tailed hawks, Amarican Kestrels, barred owls and screech
owls were found on the area. They accounted for 3,095 use days.

T T e DM AT e

MR o S et

,
%
i+
l
i
i
:
i
:
+

»

Se il

w2V

y e




ZHETE T S e Ty e ,

%

S AR S P e

Spkeine

=
I

[
[ %

=
o

Us=z Days
in Thousands

1979 1980 1981 1982
Years

Use DRays - Marsh and Water Birds

Use Days - Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns and Allied Species

i
e}
0§
g3
=
Qo
L]
=

in

1979 1.880 1981
Yeoars
Use Days - Raptors
8. Game Mammels

Flood waters drove .many of the rabbits and gray and fox squirrels off of
the area to highier land. Beaver continued to obstruct all water

management actilvities.

H. PUBLIC USE

7. Other laterpretive Programs

Dr. Harry Kircher environmental professor at SIU Edwardsville and a group

of 36 graduate students were taken on a tour of Gilbert Lake by Refuge Manager
Peyton. 'The students were all high school and grade school teachers that

were back in school to pick up refresher courses.
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11.

Wildlife Observation

Large numbers of visitors stopped Lo view geese from Lhe overlook road
off of State Highway 100. Visitors made 2,320 visits to the area.

17. Law Enforcement

One plywood refuge information sign was shol up. Lucky the vandals used
a 22 rifle and it didn't do to much damage.

Regular patrols were made to check on vandals and to keep visitors from
Picking up indian artifacts.

I. Equipment and Facilities

7. Other

r

The archeological site was posted with "Area Beyond This S5ign Closed"
signs.
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